23rd October 2026

Newsletter No 8

Message from Mr Bullivant

As we reach the end of our first half term back at Cherry Tree Academy, it has certainly been a
busy few weeks, filled with exciting experiences, wonderful learning opportunities and lots to
celebrate!

A special well done also goes to our Year 6 children, who enjoyed a trip to the park as a reward
for their outstanding attendance this half term. Their attendance has increased significantly
compared with the same period last year, which is a fantastic achievement. We also celebrated
individual pupils in assembly, recognising those who have worked hard to achieve excellent
attendance. All pupils whose attendance was above our school target of 96% were entered into



a prize draw to win a family trip to Colchester Zoo or a bowling experience at Tenpin.
Congratulations to our lucky winners! We hope you have a wonderful time enjoying your prizes.
Thank you to all our families for supporting good attendance and helping our children make the
most of every school day.

This week, we also said goodbye to Mrs Green. Our EYFS children enjoyed a special party to
celebrate her time with us and wish her well for the future. We would like to thank Mrs Green
for all her hard work and dedication and wish her every happiness in her next chapter. Looking
ahead to next half term, we are delighted to welcome back Miss Probyn, who will be returning
to our EYFS team following her maternity leave. We are really looking forward to having her
back at Cherry Tree and know that the children and staff will be pleased to see her again!

As we head into the half-term break, | would like to thank all our children, families and staff for
their continued hard work, enthusiasm and support. It has been a busy and rewarding first half
term, and | am incredibly proud of the many achievements we have seen across our school
community.

| hope all our families enjoy a restful and enjoyable half-term holiday. We look forward to
welcoming everyone back, refreshed and ready for another exciting half term at Cherry Tree
Academy on Tuesday 3rd November 2026.

Warm regards,

Mr Bullivant

Mrs Green

| am writing to let you know that Mrs Green (EYFS teacher) will be leaving Cherry Tree Academy
on Thursday 22nd October 2026. We would like to thank her for the care, commitment and
positive impact she has had on the children and families within our school community.

| am pleased to announce that Miss Probyn is returning from maternity leave and will be
teaching the EYFS class on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. Mrs Rowland will continue teaching
the class but swap to Monday and Tuesday.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Green for all her hard work and wish her every
happiness and success in the future.



Attendance Matters

Good attendance is essential for children to make the most of their learning and to fully take
part in all the experiences school has to offer. Every day in school really does count, and even
small amounts of absence can quickly add up to lost learning time.

To help raise the profile of good attendance across the school, we have recently launched an
exciting new initiative called Attendopoly. Each week, the three classes with the best
attendance — particularly those achieving or exceeding our school target of 96% — earn the
opportunity to roll the dice during our Celebration Assembly.

Where they land on the board could lead to a range of exciting prizes for the class, making
attendance something we can all celebrate together. - last week Year 4 enjoyed hot chocolate
with Miss Symonds!

We look forward to seeing which classes make it onto the Attendopoly board next week. Thank
you, as always, for your support in ensuring children arrive at school every day, on time, ready
to learn.

Every day counts!

Below 90%

Serious Concern.
Persistent absence.

At least 96%

Expected attendance.

Expected attendance means
having no more than seven days
off this school year!




Attendance results — week ending 23" October 2026

EYFS 97.12 %
Year 1 97.73 %
Year 2 95.83 %
Year 3 92.50 %
Year 4 99.50 %
Year 5 95.65 %
Year 6 98.44 %
Whole School 96.79 %
YTD (from 94.75 %
01.09.2026)

Go to school; if |
What to do Don't go to school
e et ‘Some| and see the GP

Advice on treatment as shown

childhood illnesses

What it's What it’s like Going Getting More advice
called to school  treatment
Chicken Pox Rash begins as small, red, flat spots that Pharmacy | Back to school 5 days
develop into itchy fluid-filled blisters after on-set of the rash

Loy e B Runny nose, sneezing, sore throat @ Pharmacy | Ensure good hand
hygiene
LTS ATER Teary, red, itchy, painful eye(s) . Pharmacy | Try not to touch eye to
avoid spreading
Flu Fever, cough, sneezing, runny nose, headache Pharmacy Ensure good hand
body aches and pain, exhaustion, sore throat hygiene
German Fever, tiredness. Raised, red, rash that starts GP. Back to school 6 days

measles on the face and spreads downwards. from on-set of rash

Glandular high temperature, sore throat; usually more GP. Child needs to be

fever painful than any before and swollen glands physically able to
concentrate

CEER TN Fever, sore throat, headache, small painful GP. Only need to stay off ll

blisters inside the mouth on tongue and
gums (may appear on hands and feet)

mouth feeling too ill for school
disease

Head lice

Tichy scalp (may be worse at night) Pharmacy

GP. Back to school when
lesions crust or 48 hours
after start of antibiotics
GP. Back to school 4 days
from on-set of rash

Clusters of red bumps or blisters surrounded
by area of redness

Impetigo

Measles Fever, cough, runny nose, and watery
inflamed eyes. Small red spots with white or
bluish white centres in the mouth, red,

blotchy rash

Ringworm Red ring shaped rash, may be itchy rash may GP.
be dry and scaly or wet and crusty
Scabies Intense itching, pimple - like rash Itching GP. Back to school after first
and rash may be all over the body but treatment
commonly between the fingers, wrists,
elbows, arm
Shingles Pain, itching, or tingling along the affected GP. Only stay off school if rash
nerve pathway. Blister-type rash is weeping and cannot be
covered
I A Stomach cramps, nausea, vomiting and Pharmacy | See GPif symptoms
diarrhoea diarrhoea persist after 48 hours

LT B Intense itchiness around anus Pharmacy | Ensure good hand

hygiene

Tonsilitis Intense Sore throat Pharmacy | See GP if temperature lasts
. more than 48 hours or

cannot swallow

Violent coughing, over and over, until child GP. Back to school after 5

inhales with “whooping” sound to get air into . days of antibiotics or 21

lungs days from onset of illness.

Whooping
cough

This leaflet has been produced in partnership between

See www.patient.co.uk for further 4 This information is a guide and has been checked
b on o Al ot them i by health professionals however, if you are unsure

7R = ABout your chilcs welbaing we reccmmend you
conditions Arad b —3

contact your pharmacy or GP to check

As we are now settling back into a new routine, we would like to take this opportunity to remind
you all the expectations with regards to attendance and punctuality.

We understand that children may occasionally experience minor aches, pains, colds or coughs.
However, these symptoms do not always mean that your child needs to stay at home. We can
administer medicine if you supply and authorise us to do so.



We are happy to discuss any concerns and help you make an informed decision. Please note
that any frequent or repeated illness may need to be supported by appropriate medical
evidence.

Please find a link to the Essex County Council and NHS guidance on What To Do, Advice On
Childhood llIness.

School Photo - catch up

Individual and sibling photos will take place on Friday 20th November 2026 for those children
that were not in school for the last session.

Please ensure your child is in the correct uniform. If you would like younger siblings in the
photos, please arrange for your children to be at school from 8.30am and enter the school
through the side gate. Siblings that already attend school will be done later on in the session.

Thank you



Come join us.
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“1- MAKATON  ~T-
MODELLING PARENT
WORKSHOP

Join us for a Makaton modelling
workshop designed for parents,
delivered by our Trust Speech and
Language Therapist.
< »>
// MONDAY 9TH NOVEMBER | 9 AM | \

CHERRY TREE ACADEMY

I All parents welcome' i




New Winter Menu 2nd November 2026 -25th March 2027

Weeks commencing

Week 1 Menu

02.11.26 18.01.27
23.11.26 08.02.27
14.12.26 08.03.27
Option 1 Option 2 Option 3
Monday Meat Free Jacket Potato | Baguette
Meatballs Cheese, tuna Ham, cheese
Tomato sauce & | or baked beans | or tuna with
pasta salad
Tuesday Sausage Roll, Vegan Sausage | Jacket Potato
diced potatoes | Roll, diced Cheese, tuna
& baked beans | potatoes & or baked
baked beans beans
Wednesday Roast Chicken, Quorn Roast, Jacket Potato
roast potatoes roast potatoes | Cheese, tuna
carrots, green carrots, green | or baked
beans & gravy beans & gravy |beans
Thursday Pasta Bolognese |Jacket Potato | Baguette
Cheese, tuna Ham, cheese
or baked beans | or tuna with
salad
Friday Fish Fingers, Veggie Fingers, | Jacket Potato
chip & peas chip & peas Cheese, tuna

or baked
beans




Weeks commencing

Week 2 Menu

09.11.26 25.01.27
30.12.26 22.02.27
04.01.27 15.03.27
Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4
Monday Mac & Cheese | Jacket Potato | Baguette
Cheese, tuna | Ham, cheese
or baked or tuna with
beans salad
Tuesday Chilli Burrito Vegan Chilli Jacket
served with Burrito served | Potato
Guacamole & | with Cheese, tuna
sweetcorn Guacamole & | or baked
sweetcorn beans
Wednesday Chicken pie Quorn vegan | Jacket
served with pie served Potato
mash and with mash Cheese, tuna
mixed and mixed or baked
vegetables vegetables beans
Thursday Pork Sausage | Quorn Jacket Halal Sausage
with mash Sausage with | Potato with mash
potato, peas & | mash potato, | Cheese, tuna | potato, peas
gravy peas & gravy | or baked & gravy
beans
Friday Battered Fish | Cheese Jacket Baguette
Fillet with chip | Frittata with Potato Ham, cheese
& peas chip & peas Cheese, tuna | or tuna with
or baked salad

beans




Weeks commencing Week 3 Menu
16.11.26 01.02.27
07.12.26 01.05.27
11.01.27 22.03.27
Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4
Monday Cheese & Jacket Potato | Baguette
Tomato pizza Cheese, tuna | Ham, cheese
or baked or tuna with
beans salad
Tuesday Sticky chicken | Sticky Quorn | Jacket
with fluffy rice | with fluffy rice | Potato
& sweetcorn & sweetcorn Cheese, tuna
or baked
beans
Wednesday Roast Pork Roast Halal Jacket Baguette
with potatoes | Chicken with | Potato Ham, cheese
mixed potatoes Cheese, tuna | or tuna with
vegetable and | mixed or baked salad
gravy vegetable and | beans
gravy
Thursday Bacon & Pork | Halal Sausage | Jacket
Sausage with with hash Potato
hash brown brown and Cheese, tuna
and baked baked beans | or baked
beans beans
Friday Chicken Jacket Potato | Baguette
Risotto with Cheese, tuna | Ham, cheese
mixed or baked or tuna with
vegetables beans salad

Autumn Term 2026 Dates

Friday 23rd October — INSET day/ Non-pupil day

W/C 26th October - Half Term

Monday 2nd November — INSET day/ Non-pupil day




Tuesday 3rd November — Children return to school.

w/c 16th November — Anti-Bullying Week. Theme: Break the Silence
Monday- Odd sock day, Friday— world Kindness Day & Children in Need
Thursday 12th November Michael Rosen Poetry Day

w/c 23rd November — UK Parliament Week

Thursday 3RD December 9.30am iRock Concert (invited parents)

Tuesday 8th December — Year 4, 5 and 6 Christmas Performance — (afternoon)
Wednesday 9th December — Year 2 and 3 Christmas Performance (afternoon)
Thursday 10th December - EYFS and Year 1 Nativity (morning)

Friday 11th December — Christmas Fayre — afternoon

Friday 11th December — Flu Immunisation catch up session

Tuesday 15th December — Christmas Dinner Day — Christmas Jumpers

Friday 18th December — Last day of term. Class Parties in afternoon

Monday 4th January — INSET DAY/Non pupil day

Tuesday 5th January — Pupils back to school. First day of Spring Term

Achievements Outside of School

We are keen to celebrate the children's achievements outside of school and would love to hear
from you if your child has taken part in something special they enjoy. Please send a brief
description and a photo if you wish, of your child's achievement to be included in the newsletter.

Josh in Year 4 has won gold in his heat for junior continuous kickboxing. Amazing achievementt,
well done!
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Special Award for Writing

EYFS Roman
Year 1 Roman

| Year2 Thomas

| Year 3 lolanthe
Year 4 Charlotte
Year 5 Rhylee

| Year 6 _ Adrian

Times Tables Rock Stars & Numbots Challenge

We are trying to increase engagement of the pupils with the excellent Numbots and TTRS
programmes.

We will be handing out a certificate for the child, in each class, who has engaged the most with
their class TTRS/Numbots on a weekly basis.

Please encourage your child to play at home.



ATTENDANCE
Why attendance is such an important priority.
At Cherry Tree, we know that every school day matters.

Being in school is about so much more than attending lessons. It is where children learn new
skills, build friendships, develop confidence, enjoy routines and take part in the wider
opportunities that make school such a special place. Learning builds over time, so missing

school regularly can make it harder for children to keep up and feel fully connected to school life.

Why we may contact you.

We completely understand that children sometimes become genuinely unwell, and also
appreciate that families can face challenges from time to time.

Knowing the reason for an absence does not always mean that we are legally able to authorise
it, but we will always want to understand your circumstances. Our approach is always to begin
with a conversation and, wherever possible, to offer support. If iliness, anxiety or family
circumstances are affecting your child's attendance, please talk to us as early as you can so that
we can work together to help.

If attendance starts to become a concern, or if unauthorised absences are recorded, you may
receive a phone call or letter. Please don't see this as a criticism or as us trying to catch anyone
out. It is simply part of our responsibility to ensure every child receives the education they are
entitled to and to maintain the excellent attendance culture that benefits our whole school
community.

What the law says.

Parents and carers have a legal responsibility to make sure that children of compulsory school
age attend school regularly.

Schools are also required to monitor attendance, follow up on absences and, where necessary,
work with the local authority if the national threshold for unauthorised absence is reached.

The national threshold
A penalty notice may be considered if a child has:
e 10 sessions of unauthorised absence within a rolling period of 10 school weeks.

There are two sessions in each school day, so this is usually the equivalent of five school days.
The sessions do not need to be consecutive and can include unauthorised holidays, other
unauthorised absences and lateness after the register has closed.



The current penalty notice charges are:
e £80 per parent, per child if paid within 21 days.
e £160 per parent, per child if paid between days 22 and 28.

e A second penalty notice for the same child within three years is £160 per parent, per
child.

There is no attendance percentage at which prosecution automatically begins. However,
prosecution may follow if a penalty notice is not paid. If the threshold is reached for a third time
within three years, after two penalty notices have already been issued, Essex County Council
will normally consider prosecution rather than issuing another fine. A successful prosecution
can result in a fine of up to £2,500.

It is important to know that the school does not receive any money from attendance fines.

Penalty notices are issued by Essex County Council under the Essex Attendance Code of
Conduct.

Useful Info
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Communication Differences
7th December 9:30 am

Meltdowns and Shutdowns
8th December 7:00 pm

L2

B IF North East London



EREEIONLINE
WORKSHOPS

EORIPARENTSTANDICARERS

OENEURODIVERGENTEHI'DREN'AND\YOUNGIPEOPEE
Delivered by the|Mental Health Support Team
@EssexMHSTF and " SETcamhs

Burnout and Masking
| 10th November 9:30 am

Sensory Differences
16" November 9:30 am

North East London
1

NS Foumdaton Tres

Striving to provide the best care by the best paople.

FREE ONLINE
WORKSHOPS

FOR PARENTS AND CARERS

OF PRIMARY-AGED CHILDREN
Delivered by the Mental Health Support Team
@EssexMHST_and_SETeamhs

bit.ly/3MaR1wJ

Understanding Anxiety and Emotionally Based School Avoidance
9th December 9:30 am

Supporting Your Child with Emotional Regulation
10th November 9:30 am

Helping Your Child with Fears and Worries
15" November 7:00 pm

North East London
NP FoueaTon Trost

Striving to provide the best cars by the best paople.



FREE ONLINE
WORKSHOPS

FOR PARENTS AND'CARERS

OF PRIMARY-AGED CHILDREN
Delivered by the Mental Health Support Team
@EssexMHST_and_ SETcamhs
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bit.ly/3MaR1wJ

a
Practical Tools to Help Your Child's Sleep
3rd November 9:30 am

Introduction to Understanding ADHD
9th November 6:30 pm

Positive Parenting: Supporting Your Child with Challenging Behaviour
17" November 7:00 pm

North East London
Striving to provide the best care by the best people NS FonmdatonTrast

F ree Co u rses fo r Gain practical tips and

techniques you can use
pq renTS & (o0 | f=] gy stroig)gowayy,

Be around others that
‘get i’ in our supportive
and friendly sessions.

2nd - 6th November 2026

These courses all take place online

Monday Wednesday Thursday Friday

2nd November 3rd November 4th Sth

Support Your About Boys SEND Support
Child to Attend

for Families
& Enjoy School e D
Understanding

Positive ADHD in Children Managing Big
Parenting

Emotions
o =50 Support Your
Child to Attend
& Enjoy School

SEND Support
for Families

0] To book, please visit aclessex.com

' s S
and search the course name or give g

us a call on 0345 603 7635. Essex County Councl




F ree co u rses fo r Gain practical tips and

techniques you can use
pa re nts & Cq re rs strcigh? cwct/,

Be around others that

16th - 27th November 2026 ‘get it’ in our supportive

and friendly sessions.

These courses all take place online

Wednesday
16th November 18th November 19th November 20th November

How to Communicating Managing Big Zones of
Communicate with Children Emotions Regulation
and Connect Aged 5-11

with Your Teen 7pm - Spm

26th November 27th

Setting
Boundaries

and search the course name or give —

us a call on 0345 603 7635.

0] To book, please visit aclessex.com @ p—

Sp—
EssexCounty Councl

Autism Anglia

We'd like to highlight Autism Anglia’s Community Connect — a free support service
specifically for children with neurodiverse needs and their families.

l No diagnosis needed I Support available even if your child is just on a pathway or you're
exploring possible neurodiversity

They can help with: %"} Autism-related questions or concerns %’} Communication and social

interaction &> Emotional regulation %> Sensory needs %> Anxiety or behaviour linked to
neurodiversity

Find out more here: https://www.autism-anglia.org.uk/our-services/community-connect/

If you're unsure if this service is for you and you'd like some advice, don't hesitate to ask.

Mrs Donnelly


https://www.autism-anglia.org.uk/our-services/community-connect/

Cherry Tree Foodbank

At Cherry Tree, we understand that life can sometimes bring unexpected challenges, and there
may be times when a little extra support with food is needed. That’s why we’re launching the
Cherry Tree Foodbank — a resource available to all our families whenever it’s needed.

To help us keep the foodbank stocked, we welcome donations of long-life food items, including:
e Cereals
e Long life milk
e Tinned potatoes
e Pastaandrice
e Sauces
e Tinned vegetables
e Baked beans
e Tinned pies
e Tuna and other canned goods
Every contribution, big or small, makes a real difference.

If you'd like support, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. You can call, email, or drop by to
speak with me directly. I'll be happy to put together a food hamper for you, and | can also
provide food bank vouchers if needed.

Together, we can support one another and make sure no family goes without.
Warm regards,

Miss Symonds

Communication with school.

When trying to communicate with members of staff at Cherry Tree, please bear in mind that
they are working extremely hard with the children.

We aim to acknowledge all parent communication within 48 hours - this includes phone calls
and emails.
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