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Dear Parents and Carers,
We hope you had a restful and joyful break.
It has been lovely to have the children
return to school this week for what promises
to be a wonderful term ahead. We also want
to wish you all a very Happy New Year!
As we begin Spring term, we are excited to
share that our school-wide focus will be on
improving writing across all classes. Writing
is a vital skill that supports not only
academic success but also creativity and
critical thinking. On Monday, we had our
Inset day and teachers worked hard on a
strategy to help accelerate pupils progress
in writing. Teachers and pupil are really
enjoying our new scheme 'Literacy Tree' and
the wide variety of books and engaging
hooks they use to inspire their writing. 
Here are a few other ways we’ll be working
together to strengthen writing at Cherry
Tree:

Focused skills Lessons: Teachers will be
dedicating more time to the
fundamental skills of spelling,
handwriting and grammar in different
ways and through games.
Writing Across the Curriculum: Writing is
not confined to English lessons. Pupils
will have opportunities to write in other
subjects, helping them practice their
skills in a variety of contexts. This will
include more opportunities to write
outside at lunch also.

.

Supportive Writing Environment: We
will continue to encourage a love for
writing by creating a positive,
supportive classroom environment
where students feel confident to
express their thoughts through words.
Celebrating Writing: We will be
introducing awards and certificates
specifically for writing, publishing
more of our written work on our
school displays and sharing writing on
our website and social media for
others to see. 
Parental Involvement: We encourage
you to support your child's writing
development at home by encouraging
them to develop their gross and fine
motor skills, draw and write outside of
school and practise spelling and
handwriting.

We are committed to providing pupils
with the tools they need to grow as
writers and we look forward to seeing
their progress over the coming weeks.
Thank you for your continued support
and working with us to make this a
productive and successful term for all. 
Miss Newley



READING AT CHERRY TREE

AT CHERRY TREE ACADEMY WE ARE
PASSIONATE ABOUT ENSURING THAT EVERY

CHILD IS A READER. ONE OF THE WAYS WE DO
THIS IS TO USE A COMPUTER PROGRAM CALLED

ACCELERATED READER (AR).  AR HELPS
TEACHERS MANAGE AND MONITOR CHILDREN’S
INDEPENDENT READING PRACTISE. YOUR CHILD

PICKS A BOOK AT HIS/HER OWN LEVEL AND
READS IT AT HIS/HER OWN PACE. WHEN

FINISHED, YOUR CHILD TAKES A SHORT QUIZ
ON THE COMPUTER – PASSING THE QUIZ IS AN

INDICATION THAT YOUR CHILD HAS
UNDERSTOOD WHAT HAS BEEN READ. 



TIMES TABLES

The highest number of
minutes played:

Fosterina Year 5
Foster Year 3 

Dwelldelina Year 6

The highest accuracy
this week

Archer  Year 3
Karim Year 3

Florence Year 3

The most improved
speed this week

Thomas Year 3
Jesse Year 6

 

RESULTS

LEARNING YOUR TIMES TABLES IS
SO IMPORTANT AND WE LIKE TO

MAKE IT FUN FOR THE CHILDREN.
WE USE TIMES TABLES ROCK

STARS WHICH AN AWARD-
WINNING MATHS PLATFORM

WHERE CHILDREN CAN PRACTISE
THEIR TIMES TABLES LIKE A ROCK

STAR!

KS1 NUMBOTS CHALLENGE 

AWARDED TO THE CHILDREN
THAT PLAY FOR THE MOST

TIME. 

1ST ANIFOWOSE
2ND RITAL
3RD JACOB



Messages from the Office 
Staff update 

Welcome to Miss Boorman who is joining the Year 2 team. Miss
Boorman is undertaking her teacher training and will be working
closely with Miss Bassnett. 

As you know DM Sports Coaching are teaching PE across the school
and also running our after-school sports clubs.  We are pleased to let
you know that Mr Mather and Mr Brinkley are working together in
this role.

Last week for EYFS 2025 applications

If you, or anyone you know, has a child that is due to start school
next September 2025 please read the below.

If your child was born between 1 September 2020 and 31 August
2021, you can now apply for primary (reception) school places. The

application window is open between 4 November 2024 and 15
January 2025.

Those received after the 15 January deadline will be considered once
all on time applications are determined. This means applying late

could reduce the chance of getting a place at your preferred school.

Today, your child will be receiving a letter explaining how you can
access their individual ClassDojo accounts. Please follow the

instructions on your letter to make an account. This will allow you to
celebrate your child's achievements in school and also

communicate any important messages from class teachers. 



Acorn Class Spring Overview

This Half Term Acorn Class are going to be super busy, taking part in lots of fun,
interesting and engaging lessons!

 
 
 
 
 

Our topic this term is Big Wide World, in this topic the children find out about the
world in which they live. They will learn about different climates and explore
habitats, including their flora and fauna. They will locate the United Kingdom on a
world map and compare life in the United Kingdom with life elsewhere. They will
also learn about caring for their environment, both locally and beyond. 
 

English
In English we will be reading The Magic Paintbrush by Julia Donaldson, the
children discover a magic paintbrush and are asked what they would paint with
it. Then, through the story of The Magic Paintbrush, they meet Shen who loves to
paint and draw. Shen is presented with a magic brush but she is to only use it for
good. In the story, she overcomes a greedy Emperor who sets his dragon upon
Shen. The children create their own dragon-like monsters through playing Mix
and Match Monsters and record ideas by drawing and labelling a diagram. They
then write an own-version narrative by changing the items that their main
character paints and including their own monster that the main character
overcomes.
 
We will also be reading Super Milly and the Super School Day by Stephanie
Clarkson. The children arrive in class to find some superhero items, encouraging
the children to consider what sort of superhero they would be and what power
they would like to have. This text, Super Milly and the Super School Day is shared,
letters of encouragement for the main character are written and the concept of
positive qualities such as generosity and kindness are explored. The children will
then reply to a job advert before writing their own superhero story, where they are
the main character!
 
 
 
 
 



As part of our Little Wandle phonics scheme all the children in acorn class will
read daily. The children have daily phonics session every morning, that are fun
and engaging, encouraging the children to become excited about reading! The
children are grouped based on their phonic ability for group reading sessions. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

In maths we follow White Rose, this is a research-based scheme of learning,
consistent with the aims and objectives which children in reception are

expected to meet. It is designed to support a mastery approach to teaching
and learning. 

We will be covering the following topics this half term:
Alive in 5!

Growing 6,7,8
 



YEAR 1

 SPRING 1 OVERVIEW 

2025



Elm Class’ Spring Update

There are our Reading and Writing texts; 

In Maths these are the units we will be covering this term;

 
 

This term we are really excited to be moving on to a lot of
wonderful, new units… 

• In Geography we will be looking at Coastlines. 
• In History we are exploring the history of our Magnificent

Monarchs! 
• In Science we be continuing our unit on Human Survival before

moving on to Plant Survival. 
• In D&T we will be Cutting, Stitching and Joining to make our

own bag tag! 
• In Art we are analysing Portraits and Poses through the use of

Monarch’s portraits before moving on to Still Life.
• In PE the children will be doing Dance and Ball Skills.  

• In PHSE we are exploring Keeping Safe and Rights and Respect
• In RE we will be discussing and evaluating our key question –

‘How do Christians belong to their faith family?’

Please keep an eye on the FaceBook page for some snippets of
our learning!



YEAR 3 SPRING TERM 





Year 4 Spring 1  overview 



COMPUTING SPRING 1 RE SPRING 1



YEAR 5 OVERVIEW 

MATHS OVERVIEW 

ENGLISH OVERVIEW 



Expectations: 
Homework and spellings will be given to the children

weekly (on Fridays) - please ensure these are completed
and returned by then.

The children should regularly practise their times tables
up to 12 x 12 and can do this using their Times Table

Rockstar accounts. 
Please remember to quiz your children’s library books at

home – this will help to develop their reading skills!



Beginning of Spring term 2025:
Year 6 – Oak Class

Welcome back to Cherry Tree Academy and our amazing Oak Class learning. This is a
newsletter to update you on what we will be teaching this term and what you can do to

engage with your child’s learning.
English:

In this half term, we will be using the inspiring texts of Suffragettes and Stonewall to
inspire our writing. We will be improving our spellings and developing our language,
using a thesaurus, to make improved word choices and we will be writing diary entries
and newspaper reports for our Suffragettes unit, persuading the world about equal
rights whilst we will be following the equality learning style and finishing our Stonewall
writing by completing a creative visitor’s guide to the Stonewall Inn. This may bring up
many conversations about human rights and equality, creating some excellent talking
points both at school and at home. Please know that my door is always open, if you
require advice.

Reading:
In this half term, we will be reading the text ‘The little Matchgirl returns’, about the life
of a matchgirl and treating people with respect. We will continue to use our
comprehension skills to answer questions about the story and the focus will be heavily
on retrieval and inference questions. Our second book will be Black and British and will
look at the Black, British history from 1800 to the present day. We will again be
developing our understanding of equality and battles against discrimination, by looking
at the history of the country and how historical figures, such as the Roman Africans
protected the important structure of Hadrian’s wall.
Please continue to read daily, taking it in turns to read aloud to model that love of
reading together.

PE:
Our kits need to be in all week, to ensure we complete two PE sessions, and do not need
to go home until the end of the half term. Please ensure your child has this with them,
along with a drinks bottle. The PE skill are based around the game of dodgeball and the
first lesson has been enjoyed by all.



Spellings:
We will continue our weekly spellings daily, at school and practicing these at home.
We will be using our Spelling Seeds scheme that works with our Suffragette and
Stonewall year 6 written work.

Our year 6 spellings:

Maths:
The Spring term will begin with a return to fractions and completion of this unit. We
will then move to the new skills of ratio and algebra, before moving to percentages
and statisics. As I said at parents evening, please continue to fire those times tables
at your children. This can be in the car, on a walk, whilst shopping. If you’re a little
rusty yourselves, write them down before you leave so you can check their answers-
it will get your tables up and running again too.

History/ geography:
Although we are finishing the final two lessons of the war, we will be moving onto
our spring topic about animals and where they live around the world. We will look at
the colder areas and how they survive in areas that are very cold, refreshing our
knowledge from last term’s book- Leila and the Blue Fox. 

Science:
We will continue our electricity unit. We will be studying circuits and components
before moving to light theory in spring 2.

RE:
We are moving to study the beliefs that shape the identity of Muslims, a very
interesting and insightful study of history and dynamics within the Islamic religion.

French:
We will be moving on from time in French and we will be working on how to
describe our personality and conversational French. We will then move to clothing
and how to describe and purchase clothing in France. A very useful lesson for the
future.

Residential: We will send out kit lists shortly and hold another meeting at the end of
the month.

Mrs Helsden and Miss Hannaway


